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3. How to express comparison? 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 

Comparison expression is one of the items of relating ideas and objects to each 

other. To compare is to take two things face to face and find either differences or 

similarities. Comparison is frequently expressed using comparative or superlative forms. 

 
1. Terms to indicate superiority : 

 

 (+) BIG/impact  (+) HIGH  (+) GOOD 
       
  

 

 

 

 

 
 • increase • grow • • to raise • lift • • improve • boost • 

 expand • lengthen •  heighten •  enhance • enrich 

 widen • enlarge •      

 extend • spread•      
       
        

 
 
 
 

2. Terms to indicate “inferiority”: 
 

 

(-) BIG / (–) HIGH         (-) GOOD   
• decrease • reduce • 

 

lessen • shorten • 
 

lower • 

 
• worsen • weaken • 
 

deteriorate 
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Examples:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 “The authors compare the effects of micro-organisms associations on the behavior of 

candida albicans (biofilm and virulence): the comparison aspect was:  
 

 (actinomyces & lactobacillus + candida) VS (candida alone)  (--) less of biofilm 

(Streptococcus + candida) VS (candida alone)  (++) more virulence  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 “The authors compare the incidences of omphalitis in babies. The comparison aspect 

was:  
 

 (redness of the stump ‘extended’ (++big) VS (no extension)  (+++) more mortality 

(birth at hospitals) VS (birth at home)  less mortality  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 “The authors compare the detection potential of a technique in terms of using  

molecular imprinted polymers (MIP), and to make it (+++) more good (quality). 
 

The comparison aspect was: 

 

 ((adding MPI) VS (no MPI)  (+++) good detection quality: it was more/much 

selective, sensitive, stable and cost-effective.  
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3. Terms used as ‘superlative’: 
 

Superlative is the expression of the superiority of one thing above all other 

things in the same group. In current English, we usually add –er and –est to one-

syllable words to make comparatives and superlatives: Old  Older  Oldest. if an 

adjective ends in - e, we add –r or –st : Large  Larger  Largest. 

 

Usually, in scientific language, we express the superiority of a scientific pattern 

with nouns. The choice of noun-usage is related to the needs of authors; between 

emphasizing the importance of a phenomenon above others issues, or the superiority 

of kind of results above other data (see table below). 

 

(+++) IMPORTANT             (+++) HIGH   

• the chief • main • leading • 
 

foremost• 

 

• the top • peak • tip 

 
 

 

4. Contrasted Ideas: 
 

The contrast is a clear (obvious) difference between two things put close together. 

‘’Although’’, ‘’even though’’, ‘’in spite of’’ and ‘’despite’’ are all used to link two 

contrasting ideas or show that one fact makes the other fact surprising.  After ‘’in spite 

of’’ and ‘’despite’’, we use a noun, gerund (-ing form of a verb) or a pronoun. After 
 

‘’although’’ and ‘’even though’’, we use a subject and a verb. 
 

In scientific language, contrast is not all ways about differences. The fact is that 

two ideas, results or patterns could be similar, not similar but compatible witch 

each other, or works in duals (see table below). 

 

Similarity/dissimilarity  Compatibility  Duality 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 
• it is like / unlike • similar to • the • to match • fit • suit • • both • either/or • 

same as • equal to • in comparison  correspond•  neither/ nor 

• by contrast•      
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Examples:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “The authors contrasted two progress needs. They expressed that despite the offering 

 advantages of the device, more achievements must be reached in terms of multiplex 

detection.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “The authors contrasted the method of using hydrophobic filter against the 

conventional method.  
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5. AS + as expression  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. Other patterns : 

 

Noun-like Prefixes  
 

Noun-shaped 
 

• a commensal-

like tropism 
 

• a graph-shaped 

bacteria 

 

• OVER : 
 

to overload a circuit to 

overestimate the results 
 

to overheat an engine 
 

• UNDER : 
 

the meat is undercooked 
 

an underdeveloped country 
 

an understaffed research project 


