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[bookmark: _Toc85143472]Lesson One:  The Anglo-Saxon Period
1. [bookmark: _Toc85143473]Objectives:
· The primary aim of this tutorial is to introduce the students to the origin of English Literature and to show how the literature of period shaped later literary works.
· The secondary aim is to introduce the students to the major characteristics of the Anglo-Saxon period.
· This lesson will help to consolidate the understanding of Oral literature studied in the first term.

2. [bookmark: _Toc85143474]Lesson Plan:
A. [bookmark: _Toc85143475]Brainstorming:
The tutorial begins with an activity centred on the TV serial Vikings or the movie Beowulf. This activity should help the students relate the two productions to the values inherent in the Anglo-Saxon period such as: prowess, allegiance, power, bravery.

B. [bookmark: _Toc85143476]Discussion:
 The term Anglo Saxon is used synonymously with the expression Old English to describe the language, literature and culture of England from the fall of the Roman Empire in the 5 th century to the Norman Conquest in 1066.
   Most Old English Literature is grounded in the oral tradition. Poets relied heavenly on alliteration which gave the poem a unique structure. The lines in Old English poetry are broken into two verses called half-lines, and between each section, there is a pause. These two half lines have stressed and unstressed syllables which determine the meter. In modern poetry, rhyme connects the verses; in Old English poetry the link is made through stressing.
   The major focus of all Old English poetry is on the celebration of the warrior, adventurer, and conqueror. The poet is concerned with the themes of good versus evil, bravery in the face of danger and allegiance to a higher power. Most poems are anonymous and fall into two main types:
1. Heroic/Elegiac Poetry ( pre-Christian)  
 These poems date back to the pre-Christian era. They were connected to the culture of Germanic tribes and they were originally oral. They were later written down by religious scribes, usually in the vernacular.
a. Heroic:
These poems originally celebrated the exploits and bravery of a national figure or a warrior. Honour was central to the Anglo-Saxon ideal and every tribe had ascop, or a poet whose job was to immortalise the heroism of their national heroes. Examples include:
Widsith: The poem is of unknown author or date. It is however one of the oldest heroic poems in existence. It is an autobiography of ascop who wandered from court to court, encountering different experiences along the way. The poet celebrates the many rulers he visited
Beowulf: this is an epic poem written in the vernacular. Its origin is based on folklore but it is based loosely on veritable facts. It is a narrative about the exploits of a national figure who was a model of aristocracy and physical prowess. The thematic emphasis is on the exploits of this warrior but there are some Christian elements in the text. These were added by Christian scribes while committing it to paper.
Elegiac Poetry:
These are personal poems and emotional outpourings. Examples include:
Diors Lament: in this poem the scop or minstrel describes his personal sorrow as he is replaced at court by another poet. He gives many examples of people who have overcome adversity which encourages him to remain stoic and optimistic in the face of his predicament. The message is that he will one day be blessed with good fortune.
The Seafarer; this poem is written in two parts. Part one depicts the hardships of a sailor’s life. Part two is an allegory of the hardships of a sailor’s life as a parallel to the hardships of life in general. 
b. Christian Poetry: 
Religious poetry seems to have flourished in England around the 8th century. It consisted of retelling of episodes in the Old Testament. Most of it is anonymous but the names of two poets are known:
i. Caedmon (670): according to legend, Caedmon was an illiterate person who was given divine inspiration. The only existing manuscript attributed to him is Caedmon’s Hynne. This is an alliterative, poem written, in the vernacular, in praise of God.
ii. Cynewulf (the end of 8 the century); his religious poetry goes beyond biblical paraphrasing to become both didactic and spiritual. Poems attributed to him include Christ, Juliana, Ilene and Fates of the Apostles.
Old English religious poetry’s unique feature is that, although it is very pious in nature, it retains elements of the Anglo-Saxon culture.

2. [bookmark: _Toc85143477]Assignment:
Read these verses from Beowulf and pick out the characteristics of Old English Literature based on what you have learnt in this tutorial.
“And a Young prince
must be prudent like that,
giving freely while his father lives
So that afterwards in age
When fighting starts
Steadfast companions will stand by him
 And hold the line.
Behaviour that’s admired
Is the path to power
Among people everywhere”

Suggested answer:
The theme of this passage from Beowulf is physical prowess and bravery. It is clear that the Anglo-Saxon people admired courageous exploits and that warriors could rise to power through their physical prowess. The final three lines of this passage illustrate this idea. Another preoccupation of the Anglo-Saxon people was allegiance to a superior power. The first section of this passage examines this idea. The young prince owes allegiance to his father and must prove himself worthy of his affection. He must defend him in his youth which will guarantee the allegiance and respect of his subjects when he is faced with old age. His subjects will remember his courage during his youth, respecting him for it and stand by him when he is old.





















[bookmark: _Toc85143478]Lesson 2: Middle English Period
2. [bookmark: _Toc85143479]Objectives:
· The primary aim is to show how Middle English Poetry differed from that of the Anglo-Saxon Period ( a shift from alliteration to rhyme)
· In this tutorial the students will understand how the English language evolved from the Anglo-Saxon vernacular into a form of English more recognizable today.
· The tutorial will show a shift in emphasis of the major themes from the masculine values of prowess in battle to that of courtly love.
[bookmark: _Toc85143480]2. Lesson Plan
[bookmark: _Toc85143481]A. Brainstorming:
The tutorial begins with a brainstorming activity in which the students discuss the theme of courtly love by using the following quote:“Courtesy demands of the man complete acceptance of the fact that the object of his worship in wholly unattainable; self-indulgence in the pains of love, an emotional exhibitionism and masochism». Arnold Hauser

B. [bookmark: _Toc85143482]Discussion:
The term “Middle English Period” is used to define the four and a half centuries which sketched from the Norman Conquest of England in 1066 to around 1500. The French invasion of England brought with it radical changes in both the language and culture of the country. It is sometimes called the Anglo-Norman period because the non Latin literature of that time was mainly written in a French dialect spoken by the new ruling class of England. The native vernacular, descended from Anglo-Saxon, and known as Middle English became, at first, a vehicle for religious writings. Secular literature appeared in the second half of the fourteenth century and it became known as the Age of Chaucer. Other authors include John Gower and William Langland.
   Middle English was divided into a variety of dialects. Langland, the author of Piers Plowman, wrote in the West Midland dialect. The author of Gawainand the Green Knight and Pearl wrote in a dialect from the north. Chaucer wrote in the East Midland dialect. The East Midland dialect became the ancestor of Modern English for two reasons. Firstly, London, the chief city of England, was situated in this county, housing the Royal court. Secondly, William Caxton established his printing press there in the fifteenth century. Literature underwent great changes not only in style but also in content.
1. Alliteration versus Rhyme:
 Alliteration dominated Anglo-Saxon Poetry. However, after the Norman Conquest, rhyme predominated. In alliteration, the beginning of accented syllables, near to each other, have the same consonant sound whereas in rhyme, similar sounds occur at the end of syllables. It is naive to think that, under French influence, alliteration disappeared altogether. In the fourteenth century, there seems to have been “an alliterative revival” producing such poems as Piers Plowman and The Green Knight.
2. Courtly Love:“Ideal love or fine loving”
This is a philosophy of love with an elaborate code of behaviour. It was introduced in England by the French Troubadours (poets of Provence) in the late eleventh century. The courtly lover idealised and idolised his beloved and subjected himself entirely to her will. This love was usually that of a bachelor knight for his lady (another man’s wife). It must be remembered that marriage among the Medieval classes was usually a contract based on political and monitory considerations. 
  Chaucer’s “Romant of the Rose” is an allegory of courtly love and epitomises its leading characteristics, such as love at first sight, love as a parody of religion. In this work, the campaign of the lover is compared to the siege of a castle. It is almost a textbook of courtly love. Chaucer wrote many other poems on this theme including “The Knights Tale” and his masterpiece “Troilus and Criseyde” 

3. Miracle plays, morality plays and the interlude:
These are types of late medieval drama written in a variety of verse forms
a. Miracle Plays relate a story from the Scriptures (The Bible) or the life or martyrdom of a saint. These Biblical plays originated as a part of the Latin liturgical service within the church during the tenth century. They gradually evolved into complete plays, which were written in the vernacular and produced by Trade Guilds, to be performed outside the church. The miracle plays written in England are of unknown authorship. In the fourteenth century, on the Feast of Corpus Christi (40 days after Easter) great cycles of these plays were performed, representing, in chronological order, the crucial events of the Biblical history of mankind. Each scene was played in a separate “pageant wagon” which was drawn in its proper sequence to a variety of fixed stations within the city, where the entire cycle was enacted.
b. Morality Plays: these are dramatised allegories about the life of man, his temptations and his sins. They include his quest for salvation and his confrontation with death. The hero represents mankind or Everyman. The other characters are the personifications of virtues, vices and death. The best known examples are “ Everyman” and “ The Castle of Provenance”
c. The interlude:This is a Latin term meaning “between the play”. The term applied to a variety of very short entertainment, in the form of farces and witty scenes which hada religious or political point view. In the fifteenth century, these dramas were performed by a band of professional actors. It is believed that they were often put on between the courses of the feast, or between the acts of a longer play. The best examples are by John Heywood “The Four PP” ( The Palmor, the Pardoner, the ‘Pothecary and the Pedlar) who engage in a lying contest.


3. [bookmark: _Toc85143483]Assignments
1. “The very purpose of a knight is to fight on behalf of a lady”. Discuss this quote in the light of what you have learnt about courtly love in this tutorial.

Suggested answer:
The medieval period was famous for the notion of courtly love, up until the middle ages, literature had a distinctly religious feel but towards the eleventh century things became more secular. The idealistic worship of a lady by a bachelor Knight was one of the major themes. The knight was the epitome of valour and prowess. Convention dictated that the knight’s loyalties should be towards his sovereign and his country. However, in the conventions of courtly love, his loyalty is towards his lady. As this quote illustrates, he fights to attract his lady’s attention.
2. “If Chaucer is the father of English Poetry, he is the grandfather of English fiction” G. K. Chesterton. Do you agree with G.K. Chesterton’s comment?
   Suggested answer:
     In my opinion Chaucer may well be the father of poetry, but he cannot be considered the grandfather of fiction .The idea of poetry, which usually means rhyming, began in the Middle Ages, alliteration was replaced by rhymes. Chaucer wrote in the East Midland dialect which was thought to be the mainstream of Middle English dialects at the time. Hence Chaucer is the Father of Poetry. The idea that Chaucer is the grandfather of fiction implies no imaginative, fictitious accounts were prevalent before the middle Ages. However, Beowulf, an exaggerated account of physical prowess, maybe based loosely on facts, but the author draws on his imagination to create a fictional world of magic and monsters.





[bookmark: _Toc85143484]Lesson 3:  The Renaissance Period.
I. [bookmark: _Toc85143485]Objectives:
· The main objective of this tutorial is to show how developments in science and philosophy influenced the literature of the time.
· The students will understand the major elements of the period 
· The final aim is introduce the students to the link between the Macrocosm and Microcosm.
[bookmark: _Toc85143486]II. Lesson Plan:
[bookmark: _Toc85143487]A. Brainstorming:
 The teacher should encourage the students to draw upon their historical knowledge about the history of Arabic Islamic culture and relate it the cultural developments in Europe during the fourteenth century.

B. [bookmark: _Toc85143488]Discussion:
The Renaissance was a period of cultural, artistic, economic and political “Rebirth” which began in Europe after the Middle Ages. It took place between the fourteenth and seventeenth centuries and promoted the rediscovery of classical literature. During this period, global explorations brought with it interest in new lands and cultures. In contrast to the middle Ages, which came to be considered as the Dark Ages and branded as a time of ignorance, the Renaissance was time optimism when many advances were made in both science and the arts. It reached maturity in England during the Elizabethan Age.
The Renaissance was characterized by a new movement: 
Humanism: this movement began in Italy in the fourteenth century and spread slowly throughout Europe, reaching England in the sixteenth century. Taken from the Italian word “Umanista”, it referred to teachers and students of grammar, rhetoric, history , poetry and moral philosophy. It signified a revival in classical antiquity. Most humanists in the Renaissance era, were Christian and their aim was “to purify and renew Christianity” with a return to the values of The New Testament. It should be remembered here that the Old English values were based on the teachings of The Old Testament, especially the code of“ an eye for an eye”. During the Renaissance, writings were intended as a guide to moral life with focus on rhetoric and oration. Their purpose was didactic.
  Until the Renaissance, English culture was dominated by the Church but the humanist movement gave men new critical powers. They started to reinterpret ancient Greek and Latin works in the light of the new world view. Its central principle was that man is the centre of his own universe. They believed that people should embrace human achievements in education, literature and science.

Macrocosm versus Microcosm:
During the Renaissance period advances in Astronomy, meant that scientists gained a better understanding of the workings of the universe. The Copernican 	system, which described the sun as having a central position relative to the Earth and other planets, replaced the Ptolemaic system. From their astronomical research, scientists understood that everything in the universe had its appointed place. The Elizabethans were obsessed by the fear of chaos so their faith in the cosmic order was indisputable. As a result, they created the Great Chain of Being, a hierarchal structure reflecting life on Earth; the microcosm ( a little word) as a reflection of the greater macrocosm ( the universe). The Elizabethans believed implicitly in this system and upheld it to the latter. Ecclesiastical teachings, every Sunday in church, reminded the congregation to keep to their appointed place in the Great Chain of Being. It was understood that if this order was broken, then chaos would ensue. 
   Contrary to the Middle Ages, where people accepted misfortune with the promise of an eternal life in heaven, the Elizabethan era, with its advances in science and art. Taught the individual to seek fortune in his life on earth. A leading social thinker of the time, Francis Bacon, advocated for the advancement of learning, believing that science could give men limitless powers. However, he was astute enough to realise that order could only be maintained by strong, fair government. In an essay of 1597, Concerning the Materials of Seditions, he warns that the causes of sedition are “Much Poverty, and Much Discontentment”. As an advisor to Queen Elizabeth, he relayed his concerns to her which prompted a series of social reforms.
The Poor Laws:
This is a system of public relief to help those who could not earn their own living or were not supported by others. The first Poor Law was passed in 1601 by Queen Elizabeth I . Each Parish appointed a local official, called a Justice of the Peace to oversee poverty related issues in their area. These officials had to provide work for the able bodied and unemployed and collect taxes, called a poor rate to be used to help those unable to work. During the Elizabethan period, poor people were divided into two groups; the impotent poor or the able bodied poor
*The Impotent Poor: these were people who were unable to work due to age, disability or illness. Limited relief was provided for them by the community in which they lived.
The Able Bodied Poor; these were people who were physically able to work. They were forced to find employment to stop them from becoming beggars or vagabonds. The Vagabonds Act of 1527promulgated severe actions for vagrants . They could be whipped, or even put to death, if they were repeatedly caught begging. The 1601 Poor Law had several key-pieces of legislation:
1. They introduced a compulsory nationwide poor rate system
2. Everyone had to contribute and those who refused would be jailed
3. Begging was banned and anyone caught practicing it was severely punished
4. Alms houses were established to look after the impotent poor. 

 The Poor Laws established by Queen Elisabeth I remained in place for 200 years. They signalled the first move of welfare from the state and were the ancestor of the modern day Welfare State.
    The reign of Queen Elizabeth I was a golden age for English Literature. In addition to drama and the theatre, it saw a flowering of poetry, with new forms, like the sonnet as well as prose, with the introduction of the first English novel. Major writers include: William Shakespeare, Edmund Spencer, Christopher Marlow, Ben Jonson and Philip Sidney.
4. [bookmark: _Toc85143489]Assignment:
 Discuss the following quote in the light of what you have learnt in this lesson“ In essence, the Renaissance was simply the green end of one of civilization’s 	hardest winters «John Fowles
Suggested Answer:
  The emphasis, in this quote by John Fowls, is not only on the rebirth of an era, but on the end of an era as well. The word “winters” refers to the middle ages which was notoriously thought of as chaotic with a hard way of life. The Renaissance was thought of as “the green end” of this “civilization” which introduces the idea of optimism. By using the metaphor of the seasons, Fowls is focusing on continuity; after the harsh days of winter ( middle ages) come the rebirth of spring( Renaissance) bringing with it hope for the future. The adjective “green” is the colour of fertility, symbolising the creativity and advancement that the period will bring.





[bookmark: _Toc85143490]

Lesson 4: Augustan literature
A. [bookmark: _Toc85143491]Objectives;
· The main objective of this tutorial is to introduce the students to the Augustan period, with its emphasis on neoclassical values.
· The students will learn about the doctrine of Empiricism with its emphasis on knowledge through experience
· The tutorial will focus on the literary devices of wit, conceit and satire.

B. [bookmark: _Toc85143492]Lesson Plan
1. [bookmark: _Toc85143493]Brainstorming:
The tutorial opens with a discussion of a quote from John Locke” No man’s knowledge here can go beyond his experience”. The students will be encouraged to draw on the knowledge they have learnt from their previous philosophical studies.
2. [bookmark: _Toc85143494]Discussion:
The Augustan period, in English Literature, is sometimes called the Enlightenment or the neoclassical revival. The term Augustan is related to a period in the first half of the eighteenth century. It refers to King George I’s desire to be compared to the first Roman Emperor, Augustus César, during whose reign, poetry and the arts flourished. Scholars in the eighteenth century were familiar with the original text, since studying the classics was central to their education. Eighteenth century Augustan literature emulates the classical style of both Roman and Greek texts, such as those of Horace, Virgil and Homer. Augustan writers were familiar with the views of Aristotle. Their texts are didactic and lean towards an empirical point of view.
3. Empiricism:
Taken from the Greek word” empeiria “meaning experience. It is a philosophical doctrine which regards experience as the only source of knowledge. Rules of practice were based on observation and experiment rather than on logic and deduction. It was originally championed by John Locke who opposed the concept of innate ideas and traditions. He believed that the human mind was blank at birth and developed thoughts and ideas only through experience. His philosophy became a fundamental part of the scientific method: all hypothesis and theories must be tested against observation through experiment. In literature, it involves an implicit theory of meaning:_ words are meaningful in so far as they convey concepts. Samuel Johnson produced the First Dictionary of the English Language in an effort to pin down the exact meaning of words.
The tone of Augustan literature is one of clever witticism and intellectual conceit.
1. Wit: The word has several meanings which reflect the morphological shift. The oldest meaning is synonymous with the word“ mind” as in Wycliffe’s translation of the Bible in the fourteenth century: “ who knew the wit of the Lord”. From this definition, the word underwent a slight morphological shift coming to mean“ a faculty of the mind” as in the phrase “she has lost her wits”. In the seventeenth and eighteenth century the word gained literary connotations and came to mean the capacity to relate unlike ideas in a pleasant or humorous way. 
2. The Conceit: became a common literary device and is defined as unconventional but logical metaphor. Study the following example from John Donne’s poem A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning:
If they be two, they are two so
   As stiff twin compasses are two;
   Thy soul, the fixed foot, makes no show
   To move, but doth, if the other do.

  And though it in the centersit,
  Yet when the other far doth roam,
It leans and hearkens after it,
   And growserect, as that comes home.

  In this poem, the poet compares himself and his beloved to two points of the compass which, although they may drift apart through conflicts or arguments, they remained always “fixed” at their centre.

Wit, then, came to mean mind and understanding. So, the word took on further connotations. A Wit was a man with a clear understanding of life and capable of lucidity.  

Satire: is an artistic form, both literary and dramatic, which ridicules human behaviour in order to inspire social reform. The comedy of manners was a very important genre of theatre at that time.

Allusion: in literature, allusion is an implied, or an indirect reference, to a person, event or part of another text. An allusion, then, is based on the assumption that there is a body of shared knowledge between the author and the reader. One such example is “Paradise Lost” by John Milton. Mock epic reached its peak between the 1660 and 1760. In this one hundred year period, the classical epic was regarded as the summit of literary achievement and John Milton revived it in his work Paradise Lost. It is a kind of satire which parodied heroic values and operated through irony. The classical epic upheld heroic behaviour as an ideal. The mock epic presented trivial events in an elevated way, bordering on ridicule. Examples in the Augustan Period include: Absalom and Achitophel by Dryden, Dunciad and The Rape of the Lock by Pope.
The Augustan period is marked by several literary genres; the most important being poetry (Dryden, Pope and Johnson) It also included essays, prose and satire (Addison, Swift, Johnson, Goldsmith). The era also saw the advent of the novel (Defoe, Richardson, Fielding) but this term“ novel” was not used until later in the history of English Literature.
C. [bookmark: _Toc85143495]Assignment:
Discuss the following passage in the light of what you have learnt about Augustan literature
Samuel Johnson said that Augustan poets“ were menof learning, and to show their learning was their whole endeavour; but unluckily resolving to show it in rhyme, instead of writing poetry, they only wrote verses.........those, however, who deny them to be poets, allow them to be wits....they were not successful in representing or moving the affections..... (they) wrote rather as beholders than partakers of human nature”.( Samuel Johson, Lives of the English Poets, “ The Life of Cowley”)
Suggested answer: 
In this passage, the literary critic, Samuel Johnson, differentiates between poetry and verse. He makes it clear that poetry is a work of art whose main purpose is to stimulate the emotions making, a strong appeal to the readers feelings. Augustan poets where schooled in the philosophy of empiricism and shied away from any experience based on emotions and intuition. They were highly intellectual men and used their literary skills to produce witty, metaphysical conceits which stimulated the mind and satisfied the intellect. For Johnson, though, “they only wrote verses”. He concludes his criticism by reiterating the fact that Augustan poets were renowned not for their poetry but for their wit.

[bookmark: _Toc85143496]
Lesson 5: Romantic Period
1. [bookmark: _Toc85143497]Objectives:
· The main objective is to introduce the student to the characteristics of the Romantic period by focusing on the six major poets. 
· The students will learn about the Gothic Revival with its emphasis on phantasmagorical world
· The third objective is to define Pantheism, which was the major doctrine of most of the romantic poets.
· 4. The tutorial will focus on the difference between fancy and imagination.
2. [bookmark: _Toc85143498]Lesson Plan:
I. [bookmark: _Toc85143499]Brainstorming:
This tutorial begins with an analysis of the German artist, Casper David Friedirich’s quote:“The artist’s feeling is law”
II. [bookmark: _Toc85143500]Discussion:
  Romanticism was a literary movement that began in the late eighteenth century and continued into the middle of the nineteenth century. The movement was characterized by the celebration of nature and the common man. It focused on the individual experience and emphasized the emotions and feelings. One of the most famous romantic poets, William Wordsworth, described poetry as “the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” recollected in tranquillity. From the memory of these powerful feelings, the poet creates a new and powerful emotion which he moulds into art. In direct contrast to the Renaissance poets, 	the Romantics believed that the content of art comes from the artists feelings, with as little interference as possible from the rigid structure of rules.
 In English Literature, the term Romantics usually refers to a group of six poets; William Blake, William Wordsworth, Samuel Coleridge, Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe, Shelley and John Keats. However; the term “Romantic movement” is misleading on two points:
1. These poets were individualist and did not really form a movement. Wordsworth was the main influence but there was little collaboration between the artists .
2. The poets never thought of themselves as romantics and would never have appreciated the term. Lord Byron, commonly regarded as an extreme romantic, strongly admired the eighteenth century poet, Pope. He opposed the Classic versus Romantic controversy which was on going in Germany and Italy at that time, expressing the hope that it would not happen in England.
3.  Nevertheless, these six poets shared certain characteristics which set them apart from their eighteenth century predecessors 
a. They cultivated an imaginative freedom which encouraged them to use a variety of poetical forms.
b. Their poetry was an expression of the feelings of man in solitude, in contrast to Renaissance poetry, which explored those of a man in society.
c.  They all shared the tendency to be inward turning rather than outward looking
d. They responded vividly to the natural environment
e. They tended to use language more freely than the eighteenth century poets. Most of them favoured an informality of expression.
f. All six poets were profoundly affected by the French revolution, reacting to the political and social turmoil that ensued.
g. All six poets were deeply interested in the problems of creating art. In fact, some of the most interesting poems of the period were about writing poetry. 

Gothicism:
The Romantic cultivation of sensibility coincided with the neo-gothic revival with its focus on sensationalism. The writers of gothic fiction created phantasmagorical worlds inhabited by supernatural beings. Usually associated with the Middle Ages, gothic fiction is set in gloomy castles comprising narrow passage ways, damp dungeons, cool cellars and cloisters. The tone is one of mystery and suspense. The characters are stereotypical, pure and virtuous maidens persecuted by a ruthless and evil villain. Gothic fiction developed as a direct outcome of the rigid standards of the neoclassical age. It was imagination in its most excessive form and a fiction that appealed directly to the emotions, stirring up the feelings of fear and terror.
  The main works of this genre are: The Castle of Otronto, Frankenstein by Mary Shelly, Dracula by Bram Stocker, the Mysterious of Udolpho by Anne Radcliffe. 
Pantheism: 
This a doctrine that teaches the omnipresence of God, that God can be found in both nature and the universe. The word has its origins in the Greek language.The prefix” pan” comes from the Greek word “ pan” meaning “all” and “ theos” meaning God. The precepts of this doctrine were first set down by Spinoza, in the seventeenth century, in his work “Ethics” but the actual word was not used until the eighteenth century. The romantic poets, Wordsworth and Coleridge, were advocates of this belief. Their poems deal with the poetic sense of the divine within, and around humanbeings. They saw the divine as intimate rather than elian, eminent rather than remote. This eminence was characteristic of the romantic movement. It encouraged individual participation in a divine life without the need for an institution. Man’s communication was directly with God. Pantheism puts forward the idea that fate is determined by both God and humanity together, supporting the doctrine of human freedom more completely than any other point of view.
 Fancy and imagination:
In his preface to his lyrical ballads William Wordsworth emphasized the superior nature of the imagination, rejecting reason or intellect. Samuel Taylor Coleridge was preoccupied with a similar idea, redefining creativity as governed by “the shaping spirit of imagination”. He was clear about the role of poet. He puts forward the view that poet brings the whole soul of man into activity, diffusing a tone and a spirit of unity that blends with the synthetic power of imagination. Before the romantic period, fancy was synonymous with imagination but Coleridge differentiated between the two. He made this clear in his critical thinking giving an example: “Milton had a highly imaginative, Cowley a fanciful mind”. According to Coleridge, Milton had a far superior mind to that of Cowley. For Coleridge, fancy and imagination were very different: imagination is a divine gift that inspires the poet to create; fancy, on the other hand is only a mode of memory. Unlike imagination, which idealises and unifies, fancy is a mechanical association of ideas.
Coleridge also makes a distinction between primary and secondary imagination. In his work “Biographia Literaria” ,he describes the primary imagination as “ the living power and prime agent of all human perception” which is present in everybody. The secondary imagination deals with the artistic process or creativity. It is an act of recreation which “struggles to idealize and to unify”. It is a rare, exclusive quality, essential to the artistic process. It can be found only in a genius or in a rare writer.
III. [bookmark: _Toc85143501]Assignment:
 Read this poem “Nature” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge and analyse it in light of what you have learnt in this tutorial
It may indeed be fantasy when I
Essay to draw from all created things
Deep, heartfelt, inward joy that closely clings;
And trace in leaves and flowers that round me lie
Lessons of love and earnest piety.
So let it be; and if the wide world rings
In mock of this belief, it brings
Nor fear, nor grief, nor vain perplexity.
So will I build my altar in the fields,
And the blue sky my fretted dome shall be,
And the sweet fragrance that the wild flower yields
Shall be the incense I will yield to Thee,
Thee only God! and thou shalt not despise
Even me, the priest of this poor sacrifice.

Suggested answer:
This poem by S . T. Coleridge incorporates many of the characteristics of the romantic period. It is a celebration of man’s affinity with nature and of his introverted experience of the feelings it creates. The poet shows how , by observing nature, he has learntto love God . This is central to the doctrine of pantheism. The poet makes it clear thathe has no need for a church to worship God. He goes on to say that he will build his altar in the field comparing himself to a priest.


[bookmark: _Toc85143502]Lesson 6:Victorian Period
A. [bookmark: _Toc85143503]Objectives:
· The main of this tutorial is to introduce the students to the characteristics of Victorian literature focusing on the writers as a social critic
· The tutorial will define the utilitarian movement and show its importance to the writers of the age.
· The tutorial will focus on the difference between realism and naturalism
· The tutorial introduces the students to the woman question as a major issue of the Victorian times.
· The tutorial will focus on the shift in attitude towards children, focusing on the importance of children as the future of a nation.

B. [bookmark: _Toc85143504]Lesson Plan:
I. [bookmark: _Toc85143505]Brainstorming:
   The tutorial opens with a brainstorming activity which discusses the following quote by Trevelyan” Enlarged sympathy with children was one of the chief contributions made by the Victorian English to real civilization”. The tutor must guide the student to the conclusion that childhood is the most formative period of a person’s life on which the future civilization of the nation depends.
II. [bookmark: _Toc85143506]Discussion:
The term Victorian is used to describe all forms of literature produced during the reign of Queen Victoria. It was a period of great change. Ancient institutions were undermined by scientific advances and biological discoveries. The educated classes tried to establish a code of values which were used as a guide to which most people aspired. Inspired by the changes brought by the industrial revolution, self-improvement was one of the guiding principles. The period saw the publication of guide books for the improvement of manners, household management and etiquette. It was the age of the Victorian sage. Writers sought to improve the social conscience, exploring the relationship of the individual to himself, to his fellowman and to society in general. It was the age of great literary output in the form of poetry, drama and essays. However, the novel proved to be the most suitable form of expression to explore social issues.
Serialization:
In the Victorian period, most novels were published in parts, in weekly or monthly magazines. The main reason for this was that it was much cheaper. Magazines were readily available to the general public and it was a form of literature that they could easily afford. Most Victorian authors chose this form of publication (Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy……) which seriously affected their style of writing: an over-detailed plot, end of chapters characterized by cliff hangers to heighten suspense..........
 Major themes in Victorian novels:
1. Industrialisation: the industrial revolution brought great change to the fabric of the Victorian society so it is not surprising industrialization became a major theme in the literature of the time. The industrial or social novel was a product of the age highlighting the changes brought to England in the Victorian novel. Elizabeth Gaskell’s novel North and South portrays a country divided into two parts: the cultural centre of London in the south and the manufacturing towns in the north. Writers developed a social conscience using their novels as tools to fight for social change .They deplored the working and living conditions of the working class described in graphic details in their works
2. Class: another theme in Victorian novel is that of social status. The Victorians were very class conscious. The aristocracy was synonymous with good breeding and superiority while the working class were considered lowly and immoral. With the advent of the industrial revolution, a new middle class was born usually epitomized by the self made-man. Most Victorian novels concentrate on the relationship between the classes. They portray romantic liaisons between servant girls and the nobility, or the lowly stable boy with the daughter of the master of the house. The literary genius of the Bronte sisters produced two of the most celebrated romances on this theme.
3. Science versus religion: Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution challenged conventional religion. His book, The Origin of the Species, published in 1859, sparked the debate between science and religion and caused many people to doubt the teachings of the Bible. Such a theme became central to the literature of the time. For instance: Middlemarch By George Elliot recounts the story of Dorthea who is forced to choose between two suitors; one an advocate of religion; the other a believer in progressive science. Darwin’s idea of the survival of the fittest is a major theme is characters struggle to survive in hostile conditions ( characters in Thomas Hardy’ s works).
4. Nostalgia: Victorian literature is riddled with nostalgia for the past. Examples: the historical novel Ivanhoe by Sir W. Scott and Alfred Lord Tennyson The Idylls of the King. The values of the Middle Ages were upheld as ideals and the period saw a revival of Gothicism for example. Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte. Although most writers were proud of their Empire, and appreciated the changes brought byscientific advancement. Their works were haunted by anostalgia for the values usually associated with rural life, such as innocence and spontaneity. Examples most of the novels of Thomas Hardy.
Children’sLiterature :
 Until the ninetheenth century, children were regarded as imperfect adults. They were not considered as beings in their own right, with their own need for experiences and values. They were often exploited and abused for monitory gain.The Victorian era ,however, invented childhood. The philanthropists of the time understood that childhood was the most important period in a person’s life. It was a time when the seeds of values and principals were set to be harvested during adult years. In his novel Hard Times, Charles Dickens emphasises this point. The Victorians believed that education was essential to the formation of a healthy child. The era saw a campaign to stop child labour and the introduction of compulsory education. Children became literate and a new genre of children’s literature appeared. Writers began to try to please children without attempting to improve them. In 1865, Louis Caroll wrote Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland,exploring dream worlds with an inventiveness that appealed to a child’s mind. Romance and magic appealedto the Victorians and fairytales from all over the world werepresented in versions for children. Moreover, the Danish writer , Hans Christian Anderson, wrote original compositions of fairytales which were translated into English. Another field of fiction, which appeared for children, was the realistic tales, which drew upon travel experiences.These included Robert LouisStevenson’ Treasure Island, Charles Kingsley’sWater Babiesand R.M Ballantyne’s Coral Island.
  Utilitarianism: 
This was a political, social and economic ideologyput forward by Jeremy Bentham and John Stewart Mill. It based all its values on utility. The usefulness of anything measured by the extent to which it brought the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people. As a theory of morality, it advocated for actions that foster only happiness and pleasure as opposed to those which caused unhappiness and harm. As a social or political directive it aimed for the betterment of society as a whole. Bentham upheld that an action is right if it tends to promote happiness and sad ,if it causes to promote distress. In his Introduction to the Principals of Morals and Legislation he wrote” Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure.It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine what we shall do”. Utilitarianism had a reason based- approach to determining right and wrong which had its’ limitations. Its creed was one of benevolence but it often acted with cold inhumanity, making itindifferent to the individual . It concentrated on the collective good but neglected the individual. For this reason it was vigorouslyattacked by the writers of the age:for example: CarlyleDickens and Mathew Arnold.
The Woman Question: 
In England inVictorian times, the woman questioncentred on the debate of whether a woman should have a professional life or remain at home. Until the second half of the nineteenth century, unmarried women had very few prospects in Britain.However, as interest for education for girls increased, women were employed as governesses to teach children in private families. This profession has been treated extensively in literature and has been portrayed in two different ways. In Jane Austen’s novel, Emma,Mrs. Westerns experience was peaceful and pleasant, however Charlotte Bronte in Jane Eyre describes the experienceas unpleasant and underpaid. Thanks to the pioneering work of Florence Nightingale, nursing was also a respectable profession.for women in the Victorian age. Formally, nurses were portrayed aslow class women with no training (Charles Dickens’ novel Martin Chuzzlewit). However, Florence Nightingale reformed the profession into one of skill and dedication.The nineteenth century has been described as the heroic age of women in Britain. No other nation has managed to produce such a distinguished line of women writers such as : Charlotteand Emily Bronte, George Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell.
  Women were also active in social reform, for example: the social reformer Elizabeth Frye; Beatrice Webb, a pioneer in education;the explorer Mary Kingsley and the above mentioned Florence Nightingale, who made nursing a respectable profession.
  The Victorian era was characterized by two major literary movements:
1. Realism: realism is a literary movement which represents reality by portraying everyday experiences as they are in real life. It relates stories primarily about ordinary people especially those of the lower classes. It narrates a storyas true as possible without dramatizing or romanticising it. It started in the nineteenth century in France and began as a reaction to romanticism. Writers of realistic fiction felt that the romantic writer had lost touch with the real world. The earliest writers of this century were Honore de Balzac and Gustav Flaubert. In the United KingdomGeorge Eliot’s Middlemarch is the best example of realistic novel.
Realistic works share several common elements: realistic characters and setting, extensive details about everyday occurrences, a plausible plot, use of dialects of the area in which the story is set, important emphasis on character development, emphasis on depicting social class. In realistic literature,character is more important than action and plot. The story centres on ethical choices and their consequences. It is written with detachment, objectivity and accurate observation of life and contains restrained criticism of social environment. The point of view is one of the omniscient narrator and the novel is the genre mostly used .Realists writers favoured the novel form for several reasons. Most importantly the novel is flexible and offers room for detail.A writer can examine many different issues and explore many different character types. Realistic writers focus on a psychoanalytical approach of a character’s development .


2. Naturalism:naturalism is a literary movement that can be best described as a type of extreme realism. It is a movement which suggested that biological and heredity elements, social conditions and environmental issues shape human character. One of the major themes of a naturalistic work is the struggle for survival in a hostile society. It fact writers, of naturalistic were influenced by Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution and the concept for the survival of the fittest. As a literary genre, both naturalism and realism are interlinked. However, there are major differences between them:
· Whereas realism focuses on literary techniques, naturalist writers use scientific techniques to depict human beings as objective and impartial, submitting them to a pessimistic fate.
· Realism depicts things as they really are. Naturalism interprets a character’s actions from a deterministic stance.
· Realism rests on the precept that the decision a character makes comes from his response to a situation. Naturalism, on the other hand, concludes that the decision a character makes is determined by natural forces.

Naturalism was the precursor of the modernist movement. Naturalistic works were pessimistic in nature and exposed the darker side of life. Their major themes include ; prejudice, poverty , racism, filth and disease. The writerof naturalist works were concerned with improving the human condition. The Father of naturalism is usually thought to be the French writer, Emile Zola whose essay Le Roman Experimental, became the literary manifesto for the genre. He believed that the novelist was no longer an observer but a detached experimenter who subjects his characters to a number of experiences whose outcome is determined by social factors.

III. [bookmark: _Toc85143507]Assignment:
Discuss this quote in the light of what you have learnt about this age
“Victorianswere as conscious as we are, looking back,of the tensions and contradictions of their times, the havoc caused by the industrial revolution, the presence of mass poverty, the existence side by side of what Disraeli called the two nations; and in the forties they feared revolution” ( Introduction to English Literature)
Suggested answer:
  This quotations illustrates that for the first time in history the Victorians were both interested and preoccupied with the social issues of their time. They understood the changes brought by the industrial revolution which divided their country into two parts: industrialised north and the cultural and rural south. Although they admired the technological advances and the discoveries of the era , they also saw “the tension” and “the havoc” they brought with them. The era was characterized by class conflict, differences between the rich and poor, the growing demands of the female population and thestrife between the employer and the employee.










[bookmark: _Toc85143508]Lesson 7:Early Twentiethcentury literature
A. [bookmark: _Toc85143509]Objectives:
· In this tutorial,the students will learn about the characteristics of literature written during the twentieth century.
· The tutor will introduce the students to the modernist movemen,t focusing on the major elements.
· 3.The tutorial will conclude with a discussion about science fiction, differentiating between the two major types: hard and soft Sci-Fi texts.

[bookmark: _Toc85143510]B. Lesson Plan:
[bookmark: _Toc85143511]I.Brainstorming:
     The tutorial begins with a brainstorming activity in which they discuss the following quote by Winston Churchill. “With the end of the Victorian era, we passed into what I feel I must call the terrible20 th century”. The students will be encouraged to remember the characteristics of the Victorian era while anticipating those of the twentieth century. 
II. [bookmark: _Toc85143512]Discussion:
 This tutorial will discuss literature produced from 1901 to the Second World War. During this period Einstein, Darwin, Freud and Marx profoundly changedBritish culture. These changes helped shape the literature of the time. Early twentieth century literature is a diverse field, covering a diversity of genres. However, there are severalcommon characteristics thathavechanged literature forever.
1. Fragmented Structure: until the twentieth century, the plot of most literary genres was well ordered and structured in a linear, chronological order. The writers of the twentieth century, however, experimented with different kinds of structures in order to imitate how time is perceived in the modern world. The studies ofEinstein have taught us that the notions of time are not only relative but subjective. Joseph Conrad introduced the notion of flashbacks while Virginia Woolf often interrupted the main plot of her novel by incorporating characters’ memories. Ford Madox FordFord in his classic novel, The Good Soldier plays with chronology ultimately jumping between time periods.
2. Fragmented Perspective: before the twentieth century, fiction was characterized byan objective narrator who couldbe relied upon to guide the readeraccurately through the plot. Early twentieth century writers played with the idea of the narrator. The period saw the birth of the ironic narrator: a person who can not be trusted with the full facts of the narrative. One such an example is Nick Carraway, the narrator of Fitgrald’sThe Great Gatsby, who has a biastowards the main character. Another example of a fragmented perspective is when the narrator shifts between the chapters: each chapter has a different narrator.Forexample :Falkner’s As I Lay Dying.
3. Marginalization:
The literature of the twentieth century attempted to give a voice to the marginalized people of this world who had previously been given little recognition. Female writers took advantage of this new atmosphere, chronicling their own experiences in their novels. This tendency was global. The Harlem Renaissance brought together the African-American people living in New York to form a powerful movement. Such writers wrote fiction and poetry that celebrated black identity.
4. The urban novel: Like no periodbefore, the twentieth century was responsible for producing the novel of the city. The twentieth century is known as a century of urbanism. More and more novelist used the urban environment as the background for their stories; the best known example is Dubliners by James Joyce, a series of short stories that all take place in various locations in Dublin. Most twentieth century writers were closely associated with specific urban centres; one such example is Virginia Woolf and London.

Modernism: is a major literary movement of the first part of the twentieth century. It appears as a reaction to the Victorian attitudes of conservatismand expressed a general sense of disillusionment with their ideas of the objective truth. The movement was influenced by the ideas of Charles Darwin, Henry Bergson, Frederick Nietzsche , Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud. Important literary figures included Joseph Conrad, D. H. Lawrence, James Joyce, William Faulkner, Virginia Woolf to quote but a few. Writers broke with tradition and explored new ideas .The period was characterised by innovation and creativity.
Characteristics of Modernist literature:
   Individualism:
During the early twentieth century, war and industrialisation seemed to devalue the individual. To counteract this,the writers of the age emphasized the individual. The individual seemed to be more interesting than a society as a whole. Modernist writers used their charaters to explore how the individual adapted to the changing world. In some rare cases, the individual triumphs over their obstacles, but for the most part, writers portray characters who simply try to survive. Society challengesthe integrity of theircharacters.
Experimentation: modernist writers broke free from old traditional forms , styles and techniques. Poetsabandoned the traditional rhyming schemes in favour of free verse. One of the major themes was the workings of the consciousness and an exploration of the human mind. This preoccupation led to a stream ofconsciousness writing: a form of narration where the point of view of the novel follows a pattern resembling a human thought. The authors James Joyce and Virginia Wolf ,as well as T. S.Eliot and Ezra Pound, are well known for their experimental works.

Absurdity:
The carnage of World War One profoundly affected the writers of the period.Several great English poets died, or were wounded, and as such writers questioned the traditional concept of honour and valour. The advent of capitalism reorganized society on every level. Many writers saw the world as an absurd place where humanity had lost its way. Writers used their work to search for an identity. Life had lost its mystery and authors depicted the meaningless absurdity of daily life. They returned to the past in an effort to find a meaning drawing expansively on myths and legends of classic mythology and folklore.
Symbolism:was not a new concept in literature but modernist writers used symbols with imagination. They imagined a reality with multiple layers and used symbols as a sort of code which the readerhad to decipher to find a true meaning. Modernist writers relied on the readers’ imagination and wrote open ended narratives with multiple interpretations. James Joyce, in his work ,Ulysses, incorporated open ended symbols in each chapter. This was the beginning of freedom of expression.
Science Fiction
    ScienceFiction,sometimes abbreviated to Sci-Fi,deals with imaginative concepts about science technology, space exploration and time travel.It has been called the literature of ideas and usually explores the potential consequences of scientific and technological innovation. Thewriter Issac Asimov defined science fiction as “ that branch of literature that deals with a reaction of human beings to change in science and technology”.
The term “science fiction” was first used in 1954 when the genre entered popular culture. However, it originated in ancient Greece in the second century. The satirist Lucian, in his work,A True Story, wrote of trouble to other worlds and described extra-terrestial life forms, interplanetary warfare and artificial life.Moreover, some of the stories from the Arabian Nights also contained elements of science fiction.With the advent of the scientific revolution during the Renaissance period, other works followed; “ Gullivers Travels” by Jonathon Swift (1726) “ Frankenstein” by Mary Shelley ( 1818). Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea byJules Vene and “ The War of the Worlds” by H.G.Wells(1898).
   This type of fiction gained popularity in the first half of the century, reflecting the popular respect given to the sciences during that time and highlighted the rapid growth of technological innovation and advancement. It is often credited with predicting scientific progress. Some works predict that new inventions will improve human life for example; Arthur C. Clark’s novel “ Two Thousand and One: a space Odyssey published in 1968; others warn ofthe negative consequences. As a genre, science fiction has sometimes been used as a means of social protest. For example George Orwell wrote his novel Nineteen Eighty Four,published in 1949, as a criticism of atotalitarian government. In fact, ever since the publication of Frankenstein in the nineteenth century, science fiction has focused on the creation of robots, clones or beings of artificial intelligence, to reflect the concerns of social alienation in modern societies.
Science Fiction is divided into two categories:
1.Hard Scifi-Novels: these are based on scientific facts and are inspired by the natural sciences: Physics, Astronomy and Chemistry.
2.Soft Sci-fi Novels: these are scientifically inaccurate.They are inspired by the social sciences: psychology, anthropology and sociology.
[bookmark: _Toc85143513]III.Assignment:
It has often been said that twiethieth century writers show a nostalgia for the Victorian era . From what you have learnt in this tutorial write a paragraph discussing how the authors of the twentieth century try to find a meaning in the chaotic modern world.
Suggestedanswer:
In the early twentieth century, the breakdown of social institutions( religion and education) fuelled the discontent and pessimistic outlook of many modernist writers. This fuelled the nostalgia for the order and discipline prevalent in the Victorian era. Amid the chaos and destruction of the modern era, twentieth century writers felt themselves responsible, making it their goal to find order within the chaotic world.They used new forms of expression as a means to reflect the reality in which they lived. Innovation was the governing factor of their works. Some of the most influential writers of the time even formulated their philosophies drawing on myth and legends of the past to create a universal message relevant to the atmosphere of the time.












[bookmark: _Toc85143514]Lesson 8:Post Modernism:
I. [bookmark: _Toc85143515]Objectives:
· The main aim of this tutorial is to introduce the students to the three main characteristics of the postmodernist period: innovation, self-reflexivity and destruction of the fourth wall
· The students will learn the importance of free play to the writers of the modernist period through a definition of irony and black comedy
· The students will learn the importance of metafiction as a new form of narrative convention popular with the writers of the postmodernist period
· The tutorial will end with the definition of intertexuality showing its importance in the post modernist era.

II. [bookmark: _Toc85143516]Lesson Plan:
A. [bookmark: _Toc85143517]Brainstorming:
The tutorial begins with a brainstorming session in which the students discuss the words of Harold Pinter which aim to highlight the central theme:“There are no hard distinctions betweenwhat is real and what is unreal, nor between what is true and what is false .Athing is not necessarilyeither true or false; it can be both true and false”
B. [bookmark: _Toc85143518]Discussion:
Postmodernism is a literary movement that rose to prominence in the late 1950’s as a reaction to the modernist’s quest for meaning. It was the direct outcome of human rights’ violations committed in World War II.As a movement it shared many elements of modernism. However, it differed in one important way. In modernism the author mourns the loss of order and tries to find meaning in the chaos of the world. In post modernism the author feels as if meaning is impossible and the only way forward is to embrace meaninglessness completely. The genre celebrated fragmentation and disorder initiating, a major shift in literary tradition.
Characteristics of Post ModernistLiterature
1) Fragmentation: the idea of fragmentation in literature began in the early twentieth century but postmodernists’ works reinforced itto deliberately create a feeling of confusion and uncertainty . Post modernist writers reject the idea of absolute meaning believing that there is no such thing as truth. They hold that the ideas promulgated since the enlightenment i.e.: (such as scientific research equals progress and development of mankind) are misguided. They believe that such advances led to the atrocities ofmankind ( as shown by World War II). Post modernist writers use fragmentation to reflect the reality of the modern world. They use unreliable narratorswhose subjectivity confuses and alienates the reader. Their works are purposely ambiguous and have a multitude of interpretations. They use several literary devices to achieve their aim such as temporal distortions and jumps in character and place to create the idea of random chaos.
2) Free Play:
While early twentieth century writers mourn the loss of order, post modernist writers revel in it.They are influenced by the literary theories of Jack Derrida who rejects the idea that everything has a centred meaning. In his essay Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences,published in 1966 he states that by giving text meaning, in an attempt to organize structure, the writer in fact destroys creativity .Structure/meaning limits freeplay. Freeplay can be defined as an unstructured voluntary activity that stimulates the imagination and offers the possibility of new interpretations. Derrida supports his theory through his idea of presence. He explains it thus: through time interpretations of text change so the fixed centre (presence) disappears tobe replaced by another separate meaning. This creates a rupture: therefore the idea of structure eliminates itself. Freeplay can be seen in the language ofthe text. Authors use several literary devices to aim for freeplay
1.Wordplay: this consists of the puns or double-entendre 
2.Irony:this a powerful literary device or technique which can give depth or meaning to the story. It hinges on the contrast between expectations and reality. Thereareseveral different types of irony:
1. Dramtic irony, sometimes called tragic irony: the writer gives the reader information which is not shared by the character. This is a device which fuels anticipations and creates a feelingof dread. For example: in the finale scene of Romeo and Juliette the audience knows that Juliette only appears to be dead.Romeo is not aware of the true facts which culminates in his suicide.
2. Comic Irony: this kind is used for comedic effect, usually in the form of satire . It was usedto great effect by Jane Austen in her novel Pride and Prejudice.
3. Situational Irony: This occurs when an expected outcome is subverted by the actions of the maincharacter. For example; in the play entitled The Gift of the Maji by O Henry the wife cuts off her long hair and sells it to buy the chain for her husband’s watch ; the husband sells his watch to buy a comb for his wife’s hair
4. Verbal irony: this is a statement in which the speaker means something different from what he or she is saying. For example:Monty Python and the Holy Grail when the knight has both his arms sliced off, he underplays the situation by declaring it as just “a flesh wound”.
3. Black Comedy: also called ( black humor, dark humor and morbid humor) is a style of comedy that makes light of taboo subjects mainly those that are considered too painful and serious for discussion such as: death, crime , poverty, war ,suicide and human sexuality.Sigmund Freud, in his essay 
Humour published in 1927 explains the principal behind black comedy:
“ The ego refuses to be distressed by provocation of reality, to let itself be compelled to suffer.It insists that it cannot be to affected by the traumas of the external world, it shows, in fact, that such traumas are no more occasions for it to gain pleasure”
Black comedy strengthens the morale of the oppressed and undermines the morale of the oppressors. Wylie Sypher states” to be ableto laugh at evil and error means we have surmounted them”.It is a natural human instinct and is considered a coping mechanism.
4. Metafiction:
Metafiction is a self-conscious literary style which examines how stories are constructed and explores the elements of fiction itself. Unlike classic illusionist novel, whose sole aim to reflect reality , in works of metafictionthe characters are aware that they are part of awork of fiction.
  The main purpose of this type ofprose is to highlight the dichotomy between the real world and the fictional world of the novel. It parodies classic literary conventions and undermines genres. It introduces the self-aware narrator who infuses his own perspective into the text to create a work of fiction that comments on fiction.
     Although metafiction is most commonly associated with the post-modernists, its originscan be traced back to the middle ages.Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales is a series of interconnected stories which parody conventional literary genres. Chaucer blends linguistic styles and devices. He often addresses the audience directly and apologizes for any offence the narrative may cause. 
     The term metafictionwas coined in the 1970 by William H. Gass to reflect a major change in the approach towards fiction. At that time, the novelist began to reject the idea of rendering the world through fiction. The tendency was to create a world through language that did not reflect reality. Language was considered “ an independent, self-contained system which generates its own meanings”. Metafictionexplores the question of how human beingsconstruct their own experience of the world.
There are three major characteristics in metafiction:
a) Breaking the fourth wall: the fourth wall is the imaginary barrier between a narrative and its own characters. In metafiction, this boundary is broken blurring the line between fiction and reality. The narrator directly addresses the reader and questions his own story.
b) Self- reflexivity: in metafiction, a self conscious narrator continually questions his creative ability. By reflecting on his own artistic processes, the author draws the readers’ attention away from the story and allows him to question the content of the story itself. Such a stance reflects the anxiety of the present age
c) Innovation: metafiction is experimental in nature and fuses a number of different techniques to create unconventional works. It also experiments with the role of narrator and his relationship to the fictional characters in the book



5. Intertextuality:
Intertextuality can be defined as a relationship between texts which help add depth and meaning. It is an important concept in literature and ranges from a simple reference to another text to the inclusion of similar themes. It creates a special relationship between the author and the reader, as its builds on what the reader already knows about the original text.
  There are three main types of intertextuality:
a. Allusion: this a literary device which directly refers to another text. Reference range from referring to a character or quoting whole lines of the original text.
b. Parody: this a literary devicein which the writer copies elements of the original text; the setting, the plot and the character and uses them in an original and often a comic way
c. Pastiche: this is a literary device in which the author borrows elements from one or more original worksbut reconfigures them to create something new. Unlike parody, pastiche is respectful and gives credit to the original text.

III. [bookmark: _Toc85143519]Assignment:
Read the following quote and discuss in the light of what you have learnt about the post modernist movement.
“Postmodernism was a reaction to modernism where modernism was about objectivity, postmodernism was about subjectivity. Where modernism sought a singular truth, postmodernism sought a multiplicity of truths”. Miguel Syjuco
 Suggested key answer:
 The main difference between modern and postmodernist writers hinges on the premise that the writers of the early twentieth century aimed to create a utopian world by experimenting with new forms and styles whereas the later postmodernist’s writers challenged such an ideal. The postmodernists writers were sceptic, rejecting the idea of one absolute truth. They advocated for individual and subjective experience, embracing complex and contradictory layers of meaning. Postmodernism broke established rules about style and form, introducing a new era of freedom with a metafictionthat challenged all conventions. Post modernists writers mix together different artistic styles, borrow from literary works and comment on a range of styles from the past.













[bookmark: _Toc85143520]Conclusion

In Algeria, the English Literature course is for many university students a new and frightening subject. For this reason, then, the main objective of this review is to introduce the students to the notion of literature by relating it to their literary studies in both Arabic and French during their high school years. The primary aim of the tutor in English Literature tutorial is to give the students an understanding of the importance of literature and relate it to their everyday lives. The lesson must be dynamic and motivate the students’ interest. It is for this reason that this review focuses on an interactive method withbrainstorming activities, discussions and practical assignments.The chosen methodology isbased onthe discussion of quotes,which has proven successful in motivating the students interest in English literature. The use of quotes helps the students to understand the topic in question and relate it to literary texts. By making quotes an important part of the tutorial discussion , the students have realisedtheir importancein literary evaluation.
    Although, this review is divided into two parts, in accordance with academic timeline, the tutorials are in fact interlinked. In teaching the second term syllabus, the teacher must skilfully relate the periods of English literature and their dominant movements, to the lessons in the first term. The tutorials of the first term focus on the main literary terms needed to make a critical analysis and a teacher must skilfully relate them to the dominant movement of each literary period. For instance, a discussion based on the Anglo-Saxon Period should relate back to the tutorial on oral literature. The drama of the renaissance period can be tied insuccessfully with the tutorialabout tragedy-comedy.

After using this method for three years,the teacher is satisfied with the results. The interactive learning method has proved successful in engaging students’ interest in literature and sharpening their critical learning skills, fundamental to the development of analytical reasoning. However, although this review is rich in details,the teaching experience, during the pandemic, has forced the teacher to be selective in her teaching material. Due to covid-restrictions, curtailed lessons and short academic year, the tutor has been forced to select the most important tutorials to give the students the best foundation in this literary course.
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