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Text 1 (10 pts): 

Students Who Study Abroad Achieve Greater Success 

Much of our learning takes place outside the classroom. We learn how to maintain budgets, forge 
friendships, develop business relationships, and more. Imagine extending those skills on a global level. We would 
immediately cease to believe the world only contains the people and things we can see but, rather, a wide variety of 
opinions, customs, beliefs, and ethics. This is why every college-level student must study abroad during their 
undergraduate years. They will learn more in that semester abroad than in any other academic year. 

According to IES Abroad, a company that encourages students to become international leaders, students 
who study abroad are more likely to be accepted into the graduate degree program of their choice. In fact, 90% of 
students who studied abroad with IES are admitted to their first or second choice for graduate school. 

Imagine walking into an interview and being able to discuss preparing the most popular dish in India or 
organizing the best route to take from Sydney, Australia to Perth. Not only does this strike up a memorable 
conversation, but it also demonstrates a student’s fierce independence and determination. All this makes someone 
who has studied abroad a more desirable candidate for their dream job. As if IES Abroad’s statistic above was not 
astounding enough, it has been proven that 97% of students who study abroad find employment within 12 months 
of graduation (Smith, 2019, p. 17). 

Beyond college, students who study abroad will be better equipped to succeed in the workplace. Their 
broadened worldview will help them relate to their co-workers, especially in a worldwide organization. This 
increased scope of knowledge allows 25% of students who study abroad to receive higher starting salaries. That is 
clear evidence that their experiences and views are valued by employers. 

In spite of all these benefits, some parents simply will not allow their children to study abroad. A portion 
will argue that it is not safe. Others will argue that studying abroad costs too much money. In these cases, it is 
important to take a look at one semester’s financial aid statement. How much does it cost to be a student at a local 
university? When tuition, housing, textbooks, transportation, and meal plans are considered, it becomes difficult to 
argue that there’s a stark difference in the cost of a semester at home versus a semester abroad. 

Studying abroad will have long-lasting, positive implications on a student’s future as an academic and a 
professional. New windows of opportunity will be flung open the moment an undergraduate boards a plane. Why 
not make an appointment with the study abroad center at your university? You have nothing to lose by starting a 
conversation today. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iesabroad.org/


Text 2 (10 pts): 

A Career to Make Life Worth Living 

Many teenagers spend a lot of time contemplating what they want to do when they graduate from high 
school. I am fortunate in that I already know; I decided to become a veterinarian when I was two or three years old. 
Just like humans, animals need people to treat them with the respect and dignity they deserve, and I want to be one 
of those people. Because of this, I am doing all I can at Reavis to lay the groundwork for my success in college. 
Then, once I am in college, I will study and learn about all species of animals. Finally, I will find happiness in my 
career as a veterinarian because when animals need my assistance, I know that I will be able to help them.  

First, as a freshman at Reavis High School, I keep in mind my lifelong dream of becoming a veterinarian. I 
have been taking my education here very seriously, because I know that a person needs to be not only 
knowledgeable, but also extremely disciplined in order to become a veterinarian. Because of this, I work hard to 
earn good grades, I take pride in my work, and I have learned to manage my time properly. These skills will be 
particularly valuable when I enter college.  

After leaving Reavis, I must attend college because it is definitely a requirement for becoming a 
veterinarian. In fact, a bachelor’s degree is necessary in order to even enter a veterinarian program. One must also 
possess excellent communication, leadership, public speaking, and organizational skills. I have put a lot of thought 
and consideration into college, and I have decided that I would like to go to the University of Illinois. It is a 
wonderful school, and they even have a graduate program designed for students who want to become veterinarians.  

Once I have completed a veterinarian program, I will be able to pursue my dream career. This career 
provides numerous benefits, the first of which is salary. The average veterinarian salary is $60,000 a year, a salary 
that would definitely allow me to live a comfortable life. Secondly, it is a rewarding job. This job would provide me 
with the satisfaction of knowing that I am helping or saving an animal’s life. Finally, becoming a veterinarian would 
assure me a lifetime of happiness. I know I would love going to my job every day, because I would be working with 
what I love most: animals.  

In summary, when I graduate from Reavis, I plan to go to college to become a veterinarian. I love animals 
and I want to do anything that I can to help them. I know I am only a freshman, but I also know that I am growing 
up quickly. As Ferris Bueller quotes, “Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around once in a while, you 
could miss it!” 

  


