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Participial Phrases

Excrcise One: Underline the participial phrase in each of the following sentences. Then, circle the
word or words it modifics.

Example 1. Ageological formation called Enchanted Rock has inspired several legends.

1. Located an hour or so from Austin, Texas, the domes of Enchanted Rock are batholiths, underground

rock formations that erosion has slowly revealed.

2. Many years ago, Tonkawas living nearby said that a pale man had been swallowed by the rock and
reborn as rock.

3. Ghostly lights sometimes flicker from the domes’ surfaces-—the pale man weaving enchantments,

said the Tonkawa.

4. Today, visitors know that the lights come from water puddles reflecting moonlight.

5. Hiking the path to the summit, I am struck by the beauty of the rock.

Exercise Two: Underline the participial phrase in each of the following sentences. Then, draw an
arrow from the participial phrase to the noun or pronoun it modifies.
Example 1. Down the alley came a large pickup truck loaded with boxes and furniture.

6. Clearing his throat, the tenor began his rehearsal.
7. The weary hikers spent the next night at a cabin stocked with food and blankets.
8. Moving with grace. and stealth, the Siamese cat was stalking the mouse.
9. The sandw! Lches sh'lrcd with the children on the playground, provided a moment of peace for
the teacher. '
10. Checking her hair in the mirror, the actor practiced the first lines of her speech.
11. Repaired just weeks before, the radiator had developed yet another leak
12. The German shepherd lying by that man’s feet is a guide dog.
13. The head coach, discussing the call with the official, remained calm.
14. Ms. Ortiz whispered something to the lady sitting next to her.
15. The blankets piled on the bed are clean.

Exercise_Three: Combine, the following pairs of sentences, making an introductory participial
phrase out of the first sentence in each group.

Example: John’s mother was proud of his school grades. She baked him a cake.
Being proud of his school grades, John’s mother baked him a cake.

I~ She expected to wait for hours. She brought along a book to read.

2- 1 thought he was lonesome. I invited him to dinner.




